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For immediate release – September 3, 2026 

 

SMTA International Announces Keynote Speakers Exploring AI, Hybrid 
Electronics and the Future of Manufacturing 

 
Minneapolis, MN - The SMTA announced several keynote presentations taking place during the 
SMTA International Conference & Exposition, October 25 - 29, 2026 at the Donald E. Stephens 
Convention Center in Rosemont, IL, USA.  
 
The featured “AI in Manufacturing” Keynote Panel, co-presented by SMTA and The Assembly 
Show, will headline both events on Wednesday, October 28, from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m. in room 13 
on level 1 of the convention center. The panel is free and open to all attendees. 
 
Invited panelists: 

• Roy Devadas, Head of Global IT Strategy & Frameworks, ITW 

• John Platais, Senior Manager of Data Science, ML Ops & Data Governance, Milwaukee 
Tool 

• Girish Gopalakrishnan, North America Senior Manager of Continuous Improvement, 
Case New Holland 

• Jung H. Yoon, Ph.D., Distinguished Engineer & CTO of Supplier Technology & Quality, 
IBM Corporation 

 
The technical conference also includes two track keynotes. Access to these presentations requires 
paid conference registration. 
 
Opening the Additively Manufactured Electronics (AME) Track on the morning of Monday, October 
26, Nick Morris, Deputy Director of Technology at NextFlex, will present “Hybrid Electronics: 
Accelerating Innovation and Adoption.” Morris will examine how hybrid electronics combines 
additive and conventional manufacturing processes and the steps needed to move the technology 
from demonstration to production-ready manufacturing. 
 
On Tuesday morning, October 27, Jung H. Yoon, Ph.D., will present “AI Infrastructure Technology 
- Driving Forces, Challenges & Key Directions” as part of the Manufacturing for Excellence (MFX) 
Track. Yoon will explore how the rapid expansion of AI infrastructure is reshaping requirements for 
silicon, packaging and manufacturing, as well as the challenges and emerging directions for the 
electronics supply chain.  
 
For more information on SMTA International please contact Karlie Severinson: (smtai@smta.org) 
or +1-952-920-7682 or visit: https://www.smtai.org/  
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SMTA – A Global Association Working at a Local Level 
SMTA is an international network of professionals who build skills, share practical experience and 
develop solutions in Electronics Manufacturing (EM), including microsystems, emerging 
technologies, and related business operations. 
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