
PCEA Launches Designer Career Day at PCB West 2026 
 

PEACHTREE CITY, GA – AUGUST 25, 2026 –  PCB West this year will debut Designer Career Day, 

a free program targeted at students, graduates, and anyone interested in careers in PCB design 

and design engineering, Printed Circuit Engineering Association (PCEA) announced today.  

 

The daylong event will be held on September 30, and is chaired by Matthew McBride and John 

Burkhert, Jr. Designer Career Day will feature sessions by industry experts including Stephen V. 

Chavez, Tomas Chester and Dan Beeker, as well as a panel discussion. Speakers will cover 

everything from interview skills, networking and compensation through technology, CAD tools 

and the reality of working as a PCB design professional today.  

 

Attendees will learn about securing industry internships, certifications, fine-tuning a resume and 

utilizing social media, plus “soft” skills such as communication and problem-solving. Career 

pathways, education, and training opportunities will also be discussed. 

 

“Designer Career Day could end up being a pivotal moment in a young engineer's future,” said 

Burkhert. “I can still recall the first time I was shown a CAD workstation. From that point 

onward, I knew what kind of work I wanted to do.” 

 

This year’s show will feature more than 100 exhibitors showcasing the leading companies in the 

PCB industry, including the top CAD and CAM vendors and top names in printed circuit 

fabrication and electronics assembly.  

 

PCB West will be held September 29 - October 2, 2026, at the Santa Clara (CA) Convention 

Center. The event includes a one-day exhibition on September 30. 

 

PRINTED CIRCUIT DESIGN & FAB and CIRCUITS ASSEMBLY magazines are media partners for the 

event. 

 

For more information about PCB West, visit pcbwest.com or contact Conference Director Mike 

Buetow at 617-327-4702; mike@pcea.net.  

 

About PCB West 

PCB West is the leading technical conference and exhibition in North America for electronics 

design, fabrication, assembly and test engineers. It will take place September 29 - October 2, 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpcbwest.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJFERRY%40circuitnet.com%7C37c963ce28514a937f3d08df02accad6%7Cc26077aa29d74df6bb280c12f015d6dd%7C0%7C0%7C639232614590159157%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C80000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KTFMrhcUeThLdjZpNook0GjQ3SJRtfqO2NpCqP6niKg%3D&reserved=0
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2025, at the Santa Clara (CA) Convention Center. The event includes a one-day exhibition on 

September 30. For more information about PCB West, visit pcbwest.com.  

About Printed Circuit Engineering Association, Inc.®    

Printed Circuit Engineering Association (PCEA)® (pcea.net) is a nonprofit association that 

promotes printed circuit engineering as a profession and encourages, facilitates, and promotes 

the exchange of information and integration of new design concepts through communications, 

seminars, workshops, and professional certification through a network of local and regional 

PCEA-affiliated groups. PCEA serves the global PCB community through print, digital and online 

products, as well as live and virtual events. PCEA publishes PRINTED CIRCUIT DESIGN & FAB 

(pcdandf.com) and CIRCUITS ASSEMBLY (circuitsassembly.com), as well as the PCB UPdate 

(pcbupdate.com) e-newsletter. PCEA also produces the PRINTED CIRCUIT UNIVERSITY 

(pcea.net/pcu) online training platform, and trade shows and conferences, including PCB East 

(pcbeast.com) and PCB West (pcbwest.com), and PCEA Training (pceatraining.net), the industry 

leading training and certification program. 
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