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EMU’s “Factory of the Future” Program Scores Top Marks from Students 

• First program in U.S. to focus on adhesive-dispensing technology 

      for mechanical engineering students  

• Twenty percent or more of all students who’ve taken the course received job offers 

before graduation 

YPSILANTI, Mich. – A unique “factory of the future” program at Eastern Michigan University 

(EMU) in Ypsilanti is helping mechanical engineering students find jobs and generating top 

grades from students, professors and prospective employers.   

Developed by EMU’s GameAbove College of Engineering and Technology and Michigan-based 

Coherix, the program focuses on precision-manufacturing applications in the rapidly growing 

field of adhesive-dispensing technology.   

EMU Associate Professor Emad Tanbour manages the 

project and notes that nearly 50 senior mechanical 

engineering students already have taken the program and 

more than 20 received job offers before graduation. 

More than 60 percent of the university’s senior-year 

mechanical engineering students have participated in the 

program since it began in 2023.  

Tanbour adds that most of the students enrolled in the 

Coherix-sponsored program have been Michigan residents 

with an interest in pursuing engineering careers at companies 

with facilities in the state. 

Coherix supports “factory of the future” studies at EMU with a 

$385,000 grant and provides a virtual-reality laboratory on the university’s Ypsilanti campus. 

Kawasaki Robotics, Sames and the Gozalez Group are among the program’s other corporate 

supporters. Mohamad Qatu, dean of Eastern’s GameAbove college, points out that an important 

objective of the project is to expand the use of computer vision, virtual reality and adaptive-

process-control systems in the automotive and consumer-electronics industries. 

From classroom to career: engineering 
graduate Julian Rodriguez now works at 
Coherix following hands-on training in 
adhesive-dispensing technology at Eastern 
Michigan University. 
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“Our program with Coherix is the only one of its kind to offer students experience in the 

programming and use of industrial robots to dispense adhesives and sealants in the 

manufacture of cars and consumer-electronic products – technology that has the potential to 

save U.S. companies billions of dollars in annual manufacturing costs,” Qatu says. 

Dwight Carlson, Coherix chairman and CEO, adds that four EMU engineering graduates are 

now working at the company. 

“There’s a critical shortage of mechanical engineers with expertise in adhesives and adhesive-

dispensing system technology,” Carlson points out. “We hope our program at EMU will serve as 

a model for similar projects at other universities throughout the U.S.” 

Julian Rodriguez joined Coherix as a field application engineer after graduating from EMU in 

2024. He believes experience working on real-world projects in the university’s Coherix 

laboratory has been invaluable. 

“Work on practical, industry-focused projects related to adhesives and sealants at EMU helped 

provide a virtually seamless transition into a job at Coherix,” Rodriguez says. “The hands-on 

experience I gained at EMU strengthened my technical skills and allowed me to contribute to 

meaningful projects from day one.”   

Coherix is a pioneer in the development of 3D-enabled adaptive-process-control technology. 

Headquartered in Ann Arbor, Michigan, the company provides high-performance adhesive-

dispensing inspection technology to global OEMs, tier-one suppliers, line builders, dispensing-

equipment companies and vision-system integrators in a variety of industries.  

EMU introduced its undergraduate engineering program in 2017 and broke into the U.S. News & 

World Report national rankings just four years later. The program today is recognized as being 

among the top engineering colleges in the United States.  
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About Coherix 

Coherix is a rapidly growing high-tech company that has pioneered the development of industry-

first adhesive-dispensing adaptive-process-control software technology for use in automotive, 

electronics and other industries. 

The company has the only technology in the world capable of automatically adjusting the 

application of adhesives on fast-moving production lines to eliminate potential errors. More than 

100-million dollars and more than 1,000,000 engineering hours were spent on its development. 

Headquartered in Ann Arbor, Michigan, Coherix has operations in China, Germany, Japan, 

Mexico and Singapore. The company’s global customer base includes more than 50 of the 

world’s leading automotive OEMs and more than 75 Tier One suppliers, including BYD, Ford, 

Geely, General Motors, Honda, Hyundai, Mercedes-Benz, Renault, Seres and Toyota, as well 

as Bosch, Gestamp, Kirchhoff, Kubota and Magna. More information is available at 

www.coherix.com. 

 

About Eastern Michigan University 

Founded in 1849, Eastern is the second-oldest public university in Michigan. It currently serves 

more than 13,000 students pursuing undergraduate, graduate, specialist, doctoral and 

certificate degrees in the arts, sciences and professions. For more information about Eastern 

Michigan University, visit the university's website.  

 

About the GameAbove College of Engineering and Technology 

The GameAbove College of Engineering and Technology provides world-class experience in 

engineering, cybersecurity, aviation, construction management, autonomous vehicles, drone 

technology and other areas of study in high-demand career fields. For more information about 

the GameAbove College of Engineering and Technology, visit the college’s website.  

 

http://www.coherix.com/
http://emich.edu/
http://emich.edu/cet


 
 

 

About GameAbove Entertainment and Game Above Eastern Michigan 

Based in Fort Myers, Florida, GameAbove Entertainment invests financially and creatively in 

films that create cinematic experiences, inspiring and captivating audiences worldwide. It is a 

CapStone Holding Inc. company. GameAbove at Eastern Michigan University is an alumni-led 

philanthropic effort to advance academic and athletic programs at the university. GameAbove 

also aspires to strengthen the connection between the university and the greater Ypsilanti 

community through impactful initiatives. More information is available at 

www.gameaboveentertainment.com/ and www.gameaboveemu.com/. 
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