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Kurtz Ersa Achieves IPC-CFX Certification for Hand Soldering with i-CON TRACE

Plymouth, WI — January 2026 — Kurtz Ersa Inc., a leading supplier of electronics production equipment,
has reached a significant milestone in connected electronics manufacturing with the addition of its i-CON
TRACE hand soldering station to the IPC-CFX-2591 Qualified Products List (QPL). With this achievement,
Kurtz Ersa becomes the first electronics equipment manufacturer to have a hand soldering station officially
qualified under the IPC-CFX standard.
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In March 2025, hand soldering was formally added to the IPC-2591 Connected Factory Exchange (CFX)
specification, opening the door for standardized communication of manual soldering process data. Later in
2025, the Ersa i-CON TRACE system was validated and added to the IPC-CFX-2591 QPL, confirming its ability
to reliably generate and exchange CFX-compliant data within a connected factory environment.

With CFX certification, hand soldering process data from the i-CON TRACE system can now be
communicated directly to Manufacturing Execution Systems (MES) using IPC-CFX. Through the Ersa TRACE
Cockpit, manufacturers can define hand soldering processes, guide execution at the workstation, and
capture full traceability data in real time. This enables hand soldering—traditionally one of the least visible
manufacturing steps—to be documented and analyzed with the same level of transparency as automated
processes.

The i-CON TRACE is Ersa’s first fully networked hand soldering station, developed to meet growing
requirements for traceability, quality control, and compliance. Built-in connectivity allows each soldering
operation to be monitored and recorded, giving manufacturers clear insight into process parameters,
operator actions, and production history. This level of control supports consistent workmanship while
simplifying documentation for audits and customer requirements.

“The addition of hand soldering to the IPC-CFX standard is an important step for the industry,” said lan
Orpwood, Sales Director at Kurtz Ersa Inc. “With i-CON TRACE now listed on the IPC-CFX-2591 QPL,
manufacturers can confidently integrate hand soldering into their connected factory strategies using a
standardized, validated interface.”

The complete i-CON TRACE system, including the TRACE Cockpit and CFX-certified connectivity, will be on
display at the 2026 APEX EXPO at Booth 2113.

For more information about Kurtz Ersa Inc., visit www.ersa.com.
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Kurtz Ersa Inc.
1779 Pilgrim Road | Plymouth, Wi 53073 | USA | Phone: + 1920893 1779 | Fax: + 1 920 893 1562 | e-mail:

lan.Orpwood@kurtzersa.com | Web: www.ersa.com

German Headquarters:
Ersa GmbH [Leonhard-Str. 24 |97877 Wertheim| Tel. +49 9342/800-0 [e-mail: info@ersa.de| Web: www.ersa.de

Kurtz Ersa Mexico, S.A. DE C.V.
Av. Lopez Mateos Sur/ Num. 1450 Int. 7 / Col. Las Amapas (Plaza las Villas) / Tlajomulco de Zuniga, Jalisco / 45643

Guadalajara I Jalisco / Phone: +52 33 3106 8003 / Carla.Mendez@kurtzersa.com | Web: www.ersa.com
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