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New Milford, CT, July 11th 2018-  Vision Engineering Inc. reaches a milestone this month, celebrating 60 years of 

manufacturing inspection and non-contact measurement systems. The privately held company was founded in 

the UK in 1958 by Rob Freeman, a tool-maker with the Jaguar racing team. While at Jaguar, Rob developed a 

borescope for inspecting internal race engine parts without the need for disassembly. Rob’s engineering 

background and drive to design solutions, set the foundation for Vision Engineering’s success. 

 

Renown for inventing Mantis, the world’s first eyepiece-less stereo microscope, Vision Engineering holds several 

world patents for the optical technology used in their inspection and metrology systems. Mantis was launched 

nearly 25 years ago as a solution to address the issues microscope operators face. The Mantis design allows 

users to retain a natural viewing posture when using a microscope so they are more comfortable and able to 

work for longer periods of time without neck strain or eye fatigue. Mantis is used across the world in 

electronics, medical device, packaging, automotive and aerospace industries and for any application requiring 

inspection and rework.  

 

The importance of ergonomics in microscopy was pioneered by Vision Engineering and Mantis. Mantis has 

evolved significantly since its original design and Vision Engineering is currently manufacturing the 4th 

generation Mantis. In 1994 Mantis manufacturing moved to Connecticut, USA, where it is still manufactured 

today.   

 

The company attributes their success to innovation and developing new technology to improve quality in 

manufacturing, by inspection and measurement.  Mark Curtis, Managing Director, Vision Engineering explains, 
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“Significant R&D investment in optical and digital technology continues with recent patented technological 

breakthroughs heralding the next step in innovation and market penetration for Vision Engineering” 

 

Vision Engineering has come a long way since 1958, from its humble beginnings in a workshop with a dozen 

employees. In June 2017 an 84,000ft2 Global Headquarters opened in close proximity to London, United 

Kingdom. Vision Engineering now employs more than 220 people worldwide.  

 

-- Ends – 

Company Details 

Vision Engineering Inc. designs and manufactures a patented range of ‘eyepiece-less’ microscopes for industrial and 

laboratory applications. Established in 1958, more than 300,000 systems have been installed worldwide for inspection 

and measurement tasks. Company headquarters are based in Woking, UK with manufacturing facilities in the US and UK. 

Regional offices are located throughout North America, Europe and Asia. 
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Nili Walp 

Marketing Manager, North America 

Vision Engineering Inc. 

570 Danbury Road, New Milford, CT 06776 

United States 

 

Tel: (860)355-3776 

Fax: (860)355-0712 

E-mail: info@visioneng.com   

Direct: nwalp@visioneng.com 

Website: www.visioneng.us 
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